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location and focus of ritual activity. Temples and shrines
were not constructed in isolation, but existed as part
of what may be termed a ritual landscape, where ritualized
INTRODUCTION movement within individual buildings, temple complexes, and
9:00-9:30 AM the city as a whole shaped their function and meaning. Ritual
practice and temple topography provide evidence for the
conception of the temple as a reflection, or embodiment, of
the cosmos.
SESSION 1 | ARCHITECTURE & COSMOLOGY This seminar addresses interconnections between
9:30-10:50 AM temple topography and architecture, ritual practice, and
cosmic symbolism. The participants are archaeologists, art
historians, and philologists working all across the ancient
world (Mesoamerica, Greece, Egypt, the Levant, Mesopotamia,
Iran, South Asia, and China). The main goal of the meeting
is to facilitate communication between scholars of different
fields in order to share questions and methods to provide new
avenues of research or enable the use of comparative data.

The cult centers of the ancient world were the prime

FRIDAY, MARCH 2, 2012

BREAK (10:50-11:10)

SESSION 2 || BUILT SPACE & NATURAL FORMS
11:10 AM-12:30 PM SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 2012

SESSION 5 | ARCHITECTURE, POWER, & THE STATE
9:00-10:20 AM

LUNCH (12:30-1:30)

SESSION 3 || MYTH & MOVEMENT
1:30-3:20 PM

BREAK (10:20-10:40)

SESSION 6 || IMAGES OF RITUAL
10:40 AM-12:30 PM

BREAK (3:20-3:40)

SESSION 4 || SACRED SPACE & RITUAL PRACTICE
3:40-5:00 PM

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

RECEPTION || 5:00-6:00 PM
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